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PAREEKSHIT ’ 1 If 

Pareekshit, grandson of Arjuna, ascended the throne of Hastinapura 
the year in which Krishna left the earth for Vaikuntha. It was said to 
be the beginning of Kali Yuga. This Amar Chitra Katha tells the story 
of the curse which dooms Pareekshit to die at the hands of the 
Serpent King, Takshaka, and how his son, Janamejaya, avenges his 
death. !l iV. K 
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*Amar Chitra Kathos are a glorious tribute to India's rich cultural heritage. These books 
have been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other families across India. Comics are a great way of reaching out to children, inculcat¬ 
ing reading habits and driving their quest to learn more about our roots." 

■ NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 
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AMAR C liTRA rJVTMA 



SHR'NOl MU ST HEAR 
OF THIS INSULT TO 
HIS FI0U5 FATHER- 
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W*THfN SCVTH LA'/S.,THf « 
MXjrtTV SfRFENT TAKSHAKA i 

shall K»Ll the wretch who i 
par to place a dead SNAKE 4 

C N W/ F CV/S FATHER'S y'l 


WHAT THE KIN6 h 
DIP WAS OUT OF 
IGNORANCE .HE WAS 
WEAKENED BV HUNGER 
AND THIRST THEN. 
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PAftCLKSHiT 



... SOU ARE WSE . SOU 
5HOULP NOT HAVE 
CURSED OUR NOBLE 
KINO .WHO 16 OTHER - , 
k WISE A TRUE PRO-* i 
I^TECTQR MK3 ft 
itt> ^ PEOPLE. ^ " 
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A*V WORDS ARf NEVER 


THE WcRfTS THAT A 6 CCTCS 
ACQUIRE WITH GREAT WH&- 
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THE CURSE 
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TIME »5 
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A GOOD I PEA? Y .-AW E/W 
IT WOULD BL J TO 6UARP ] 
INACCESSIBl fL• -A"--, 
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MV LIFE AT ALL 
C037S. MV 
\S03dLCT5 NtEP 
ME. /' 



PLANS FOX Vir. PALACE WtPE SOON 

ok awn up. r --- — ~~t -an 


AKTiSANs, ENGINEU$ 
WORKMEN ... 



■ At TNOKEOS AND TMOUSAN&i V 

TPFV TOLLED DAY AND Ni'tHT. 











































































































AMA'-f f.-Hl T f<AKATHA 


PaMC£h S^r 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


EVERY ARTICLE OF FOOD WAS FIRST 
TASTED BY EXPERTS ... I- 



AS THOUSANDS OF VISITORS WERE TURNED AWAY, KASHYAPA , A POOR BRAHMAN, 
WAS wending HIS WAY TO HASTINAPURA. ~ 
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ON 77 IE WAY, A STRANGER STOPPED HIM. 



KASHYAPA TOLD HIM. 

...THE FATEFUL 
SEVENTH PAY HAS 
PAWNED . I MUST 
HURRY. 


SO, YOU'D PARE SAVE I 
THE KING FROM TAKSHAKA. 

I AM THAT VERY TAKSHAK4 
YOU CAN NEVER REVIVE 
THE KING IF I BITE HIM. 
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KASHYAPA WAS NOT IMPRESSED. 
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\\ ' IF YOU PON T 
W BELIEVE ME,I’LL 
^ DEMONSTRATE 

MY POWER5- ^ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



‘ 



ASSUMING HIS REAL FORM, TAKSHAKA 
ENTWINED HIMSELF ROUND THE TREE 

and &rr into its dark, nraran 


IN A MATTER OF SECONDS, THE POISONED TREE WAS BURNT TO ASHES . KASHVAPA 
WAS UNPERTURBED . f 
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COLLECTING THE ASHES, HE SPRINKLED 
A LIQUID ON THEM , CHANTING MANTRAS 
ALL THE WHILE . 




THE CHARCOAL 
15 BECOMING 
WOOP... BRAN¬ 
CHES HAVE 
•\ FORMEP! > 


SlP*^ 





SOON 


IF HE REVIVES 
THE KING AFTER 
MV FATAL BITE, 
THE U/ORLP WILL 
LAUGH AT ME. 

I MUST PREVENT 
k HIM FROM GOING 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THI5 BRAHMAN 15 IN ^ 
NEED OF WEALTH. I CAN 
VET MAKE HIM TURN 
^ BACK. / 


TAKSHAKA WAS WORRIED* BUT ONLY 
FOR A MOMENT 




. 





/o PIOUS BRAHMAN, 

'IF IT 15 YOUR NEEP FOR > 
WEALTH THAT TAKE5 YOU TO 
THE KINO, I CAN GIVE VOU MORE 
WEALTH THAN VOU COUID EVER 
HAVE HOPEP TO GET FROM 
^HIM- ACCEPT IT ANP GO ^ 

IN PEACE. 


THE BARGAIN WAS MAPE . AS SOON AS THE POOR BRAHMAN HAP LEFT — 
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you SHALL BECOME 
BRAhMAUS ANP CARRY 
BASKETS OF FRUITS 
FOR THE KING I - 
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V'Vfc'J JS/fe'*hLL-^^ 


AS THE SNAKES IN THE jg' 
VICINITY BEGAN TO MAKE 
THEIR APPEARANCE —- > 


* »* 


TAKSHAKA THEN REPUCEP HIMSELF 
TO THE SIZE OF A WORM ANP BOREP 
HIS WAY INTO ONE OF THE FRUITS• 




HALT I VOU 
MAY NOT 
.ENTER. > 


/ BUT WE’RE \ 
WELL-WISHERS 
OF THE KING. WE 
WANT TO PRESENT 
THESE FRU ITS TO 
V HIS MAJESTY. > 


LATER, ATT THE BASE OF THE PILLAR 



THEY’RE HARMLESS 
BRAHMANS. LET 
THEM ENTER. , 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



WE RE 
ALMOST 
THERE. 
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7 THEY VE BROUGHT SOME 
MEDICATED FRUITS TO GUARD 
HOUR MA JE5TV /4GAIN5T 
SERPENT VENOM* y| 


XU 


MAH HOU 
LIVE LONG, 
O KING ! 
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LLLl& 



THE KINO PICKED UP ONE OF THE 
FRUITS AND TOOK A SITE. 


IT 5 A WORM! 
THROW ITAMH, 
HOUR MAJESTY.. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



HE PLACEP THE WORM ON 
Nib SHOULPEP. 

SOON THI 
SUN WILL SET. 

I’LL BE FREE 
FROM HARM! 



EUT THE WORM PAPlPLV GREW 3/GGER 

BECAME A HUGE REPTILE* 
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IT STRANGLE?-THE KING- 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



PAREEKSH/T*S SON, PRINCE JANAMEJANA, A MERE 
SOW, WAS CROWNED KING* f®| ■ \ TV” ~ 
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1, r* 



THE INTELLIGENT LAP, JAN AM E JAVA 
SOON GREW UP INTO A WISE RULER. 




W TAKING A LIFE,VOU 
HAVE FORFEITED THE 
RIGHT TO LIVE.yOU 
vSHALL BE BEHEADED./ 


SUTHE WAS MERCILESS TO CRIMINALS. [ 
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WITHOUT A DOUBT, 
TAKSHAKA’5 ACTION 
WA5 CRUEL AND 
v DASTARDLV, HOUR 
X MAJE5TV. 


ONE DAW, HE HEARD FROM HIS MINISTERS THE WHOLE STORW OF H/S FATHER'S 
SUDDEN DEATH. HE WAS SHOCKED• [ 

__ ........ i m - ffw * " 1 J* 


WHAT DIP THAT VILE 
SNAKE GAIN BV PREVENT¬ 
ING THE BRAHMAN FROM 

COMING TO MV FATHER £ 
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THE KING SPOKE WITH MOUNTING 
WRATH. 


TAK5HAKA MUST DIE. HE 
5HALL BURN TO DEATH AS 
HE BURNT MV i 
JpK FATHER WITH /ffji 
yi^^VHI5 POISON. f~~ 
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* SERPENT . 




























































































































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THE KING CONSULTED H /5 PRIEST S 
ih' : 'lilllil'f THERE 15,0 KING- ^ 

XU i[ if PERFORM the sarpasatra 

ORPAINEt? IN THE > 


WHEN MIS? ANGER HAP SUBSIDED 

\ | /l5 THERE ANY WAV bV 
i / WHICH I CAN SENP TAKSHAKA 
I \ WITH ALL HIS FRIENDS ANP 
V RELATIVES INTO A SLAZING/ 
i ! FIRE? 



SNAKE 


THE KING APPROVED OF THE IDEA, AND PREPARATIONS FOR THE 
SACRIFICE BEGAN IN EARNEST . fST^gS’ £T 


r THIS IS THE ~ 
GROUNP BEST 
SUITE D FOR THE 
< SACRIFICE. A 


\?Y YES,YOUR^s 
b/MAJESTY. IT IS N 
7 SURROUNDED BY 
RICH CROPS AND 
PLENTY OF TIMBER 



*7//£ swrc SACRIFICE 


THE GROUND WAS 
CLEARED WITH ALL 
POSSIBLE SPEED AND 
THEN CONSECRATED* 
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THE PLACE AND TIME ~ 
SELECTED FOR RAISING I 
THE ALTAR ARE NOT J 
FAVOURABLE. / 


VOU ARE 
RIGHT. 


MASONS AND CARPENTERS STARTED BUILDING THE HOLV ALTAR, HOUSED 
IN A MAGNIFICENT MANDAP- 





THE PRIME MINISTER WHO OVERHEARD [ 

these Remarks spoke to the king . 

DETERMINED TO SUCCEED IN HI5 VENTURE , 
JANAMEJAVA GAVE ORDERS. 
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jo NA6A5> 
! I CHARS* 
V YOU«»* / 


'EF^AT Wi T H M£; O NAuA6 
l OMK6t tt>U TO CPMl 
A6 OF c iJ®W66 TO Thr 

ALL- P&WZZ'UL AfeNI. / 


PARE 6K SHIT 



45 me NAME Of : EACH NACfA WAS UTTERED, HE. WAS PRAOCrEP EY THE j j 
TVWTR Of THE MANTRAS WTO THE SACRJFlOAt FIRE. ~ 

CCVMt,0 KALAOAMTAkA* 
c omi hither,manpalaka 
g| LWAT EJAS , SHAKA8HA, 

KUNPALA, SUSHENA*** 
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SUSHUjA 
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!/ we AKt 

7 P0IN6 OCK 

I 5n^T,NOftLE 

\ KING. 


TAK5HAM HAS NOT 
COAie BECAUSE HE *9 
PKOTECTtfp 8v 
INPRA. TMF. LORP O 
. AIL 5ACKJRCE9. „ 


ThOUSANQS Of EMM S WEM 
CONSUMED £V AON! • E>UT THERE \ 
WAS NO SION Of TAKSHAKA. _' 

/why doesn’t takshaka 

f co^f ? AREN'T YOUR 
\ MANTRA? POWERFUL 
\ ENOUGH TO PRA6 / 
ftik N ^ HIM HERE P S' ‘ 





















































































' THEV0UM6 > 
SAGE AS>TIKA 
SHALL BE YOUR 
SAVIOUR. > 


TERRIBLE SACRIFICE 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 

SHAKING WITH FEAR, TAKSHAKA HAP INDEED FLEP TO INPRA , KING OF THE^ 
PEVAS • H~r T WrM 7 . nun I PROTECT £>0 NOT FEAR! BRAHMA 
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ME FROM THE FIRE OF HAS ALREADY ORPAINEP 
JANAMEJAYA'S /HOW THIS DESTRUCTION OF 

■HE NAG A RACE SHALL END 


AST/KA WAS THE SON OF JARATKARU, 
A BRAHMAN,ANP HIS NAGA WIFE* 


* VASUKl’S SISTER. 
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PAREEKSHIT 


VASUK! WAS THE KING OF THE NAG AS. HE 
RAN TO AST/KA WITH HIS TALE OF WOE . 
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TAK5HAKA AHP HIS M/GH iy P,'0~ 
TOC TOP WERE PRAGGEP TC WARPS 
WE SACRIFICIAL FIRE. 


rt c PE OUUJTING 
H *OuNTk N 6 
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vz*tr*t'*u . r 


TAK5HAKA, 

» CCMHANP 

THLt T 0 

.cpmc- J 


LET INPKA 
CO#L WWITH 


Svv A H A 1 
SWAHA• 


P ^A»V AVAtCU&W ) ( TfKSHAKA BEGAN FALLING 

:w auv<$ ptspeemw |-: - 
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/ Atf PWEPlESG 7 » V 
] hCLF TAK5HA*A A HAJ>; 


TI5H7HA! ) 

TI5HTHA1 /#£ 
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PAREFASH'T 



THEN ASVAA 5 TOOP ON THE SPOT A NO BLESSED THE A.WO, HIS 

WERE SWEET MUSIC TO ALL WHO USTEMEp. — i mm - 


' OH JANA/HEJAVA, KING x 
OF KINGS., AS GLORIOUS AS 
BHEESHmA , AS f'tACC-LOVING 
AS VA6ISHTHA ANP AG 
RAUMTLE5S AS 
V PARASHURAAtA ... J 


/•••LET 7X15 i 

I' YAGNA Of I 
I YCa^S WHICH J 


.-All THE YAGNA5 
PREVIOUSLY PERFORMED 
BY KING AFTER KING... 


r .-5t A WRCRUM~i 
OF ^1:ACt ANpl 
MAPPINGS- FOJ? 

ALL, .ncljpjng 
JH£ NAG AS • 


WOP PS RESCUE P THE TAPS OF dANA* EJAY A. HE TURNIP 


r PRFN f>’P, K'MAT 1 
PO YOU GtCK ? ASK 

anp rr small, sr * 

N*. GIVEN. . fa 


USHCK IN 
THE WISE 

YOUTH. 



















































































































LET /ILL THOSE NA6AS 
WHO ARE STILL ALIVE,LIVE 
IN PEACE -1 PROMISE THAT 
. THEY WILL NOT HARM 


/ I have a n 

REQUEST. STOP 
.THIS SACRIFICE. 
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MEN AMCK- If ASK FOR ANYTHING ELSE 
-~ -TV SIR, BUTT THI5. ---a 
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[Ufp 

ft IT • i] 
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GOLD', \ 
SILVER, ' 
CATTLE, 


ffHACES— 


mt ?j.i 

7 faJ ! :'J dp 

J . / VI f rfu fXi-, 


/ TO ME,THEY 
ARE USELESS! 

I VALUE PEACE 
MORE THAN 
ALL THE 60LP 
IN THE WORLP. 
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pareekshit 



i HELPING THE WOkPS OF H/S 
! 5 Pi RITUAL WHOSE €5 , JANA* EJAVA 
I GAVE OPPEkS. r ---- 


' PO WHAT THE 
BRAHMAN YOUTH 
ASKS,YOUR 

V majesty. > 


HE IS TRUTH 
INCARNATE. 
YOU CANNOT 
IGNORE HIM- 


STOP THE 
SACRIFICE. 


WHEN A ST IK A RETURNEP MO*E y HZ WAS HAILEP LOVING IT 
WHOSE UVES HE HAP SAVEp. fcr* -- «■»_ 


GLORY BE 
TO A5TIKA! 









































































































